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Regular events in Martley and 
Wichenford 

Sundays 
2nd Sunday in the month  
Teme Valley Farmers Market for local produce 
11am The Talbot, Knightwick 
 
3rd Sunday in the month:  
Path-or-Nones meet 9am The Crown car park.  
Help us to maintain  the local footpaths around 
our Villages. 

Mondays 
Martley Parish Council: 1st Monday in the 
month 7.30pm  

Tuesdays 
Short Mat Bowling: 2.00pm Martley Memorial 
Hall  
Martley Toddler Group: Every Tuesdays (term 
time) 9.00am 11am Martley Memorial Hall 

 

Wednesdays 
Martley WI: 2nd Wednesday in the month 
7.30pm Heaton House 
Wichenford Local Heritage Group: 3rd 
Wednesday, September to April 
Wichenford Memorial Hall. 
1st Wednesday of the month (except January) 
Palaeography classes, members only 

Thursdays 
Wichenford Wine Club 
3rd Thursday in the month 
Martley & District Horticultural Society 
last Thursday in the month 7.30pm Martley 
Memorial Hall  

Saturdays 
Martley Memorial Village Hall  
Coffee Mornings 
Are held on the last Saturday in the month in aid 
of local and national charities. 10.30am until 12 
noon. Open to everyone. 

 
See Church Words  and Services on page 27 for 

details of events/services  
 

See articles for details of special events AND 
changes of time/date/venue of regular events 

 
See the Diary page on www.martley.org.uk for a 
complete listing of all forthcoming events (that 

the  Editor is aware of) 
 

See page 28 for all contact details of 
organisations 

Articles to go in The Villager must be submitted 
by the 1st of the previous month 

Volume 29, number 11, April 2020 

For all advertising in The Villager:  
Pat Finch (01886) 888476 
Editor: Gail Dawson 01886 889180 or email 
Editor@martley.org 
(Do not email the Editor with Advertising 
queries, please contact Pat Finch  in the first 
instance) 
Editorial Team: Gail Dawson (07725 644 322) 
Wichenford : Carol  Garret: (01886) 888603  
Distribution: Martley; June Lawrence (01886) 
821064  
Wichenford ; Carma Wetherall 
carma.wetherall@martley.org; (01886) 888611  
Editorials for The Villager:  
Leave articles at Central Stores, call Carol or 
Gail or email ; editor@martley.org 
 

 
Records of the Parish Councilmeetings in 

the two Parishes are not intended to be full 
and complete minutes.  

 
Minutes of meetings can be seen by 

contacting the respective Parish Clerks to 
the Councils. 
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Knit and Natter 
We are very sorry but the April event is  
CANCELLED.   
Meetings usually take place at 2.00pm in 
the Library at Martley Memorial Hall.  We 
meet on Thursdays, our next meeting is 
planned for 14th May, but will we let you 
know if this meeting goes ahead in the 
May edition of this magazine. 

Knit and Natter Group 

Martley Memorial Hall News 
Recycling Sale 
We are sorry but this event has been 
CANCELLED 

Movies in Martley 
We are sorry but this event has been 
CANCELLED 
We are very sad to report that Arts Alive 
have cancelled all film showings until the 
end of August 2020. We will let you all 
know through The Villager magazine 
when we are resuming our very successful 
and popular Movies in Martley evenings. 
We are still looking for NEW volunteers 
for Movie nights—would you like to help 
out?  Call Pat Owen on 01886 888406. 
Downton Abbey 
Downton Abbey had an audience of 40 
and was really enjoyed and most gave it 

an 11 rating. Much better on the BIG 
screen than TV and better company. The 
free ice cream went down well. 
Sadly next film which would have been in 
April; The Good Liar - Helen Mirren and 
Ian McKellen star in a surprise drama and 
read between the lies!’ has had to be 
POSTPONED due to the Coronavirus and 
all the over 70’s being put into self-
isolation!! It’s well worth waiting for 
though! Hope to show this soon!.  
Sad news for all Village/Memorial Hall 
Film Groups as ALL films have been 
cancelled up to end of August!! So hard to 
believe!  
I have ordered the film; 1917 – how 
appropriate!               
Martley Memorial Hall 
So sad to have 70+ folk having to self-
isolate as many of you enjoy the social 
and fitness activities at the Memorial Hall. 
It’s sad too and ironic that some of the 
older residents will have experienced the 
rationing in the last War and now the 
same is happening and self-isolation from 
an unseen enemy. KEEP HEALTHY 
EVERYONE 
Martley Memorial Hall is NOW CLOSED 
UNTIL further notice, All classes, clubs 
and events till further notice. 
100 Club 
Thanks to everyone who is in the 
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Memorial Halls ‘100 Club’. The lucky 
numbers are usually drawn at Charity 
Coffee mornings. 
January winner; Dawn McCadam 
February winner;  Jean Hyslop 
March winner; Jean Mansfield - drawn on 
Movies in Martley Film night.                                                                          
April winner; Jan Dale 
Jan’s lucky number was drawn at Martley 
Stores                                                                                               
Salvation Army Clothes Bank 
Amazing as over 20 full banks have been 
emptied. They actually give The Memorial 
Hall a small donation, but we are giving it 
back; £76.66. Which is actually from your 
generosity filling the bank with your 
unwanted clothes, bags and shoes to help 
with their good work. Thank you 
Singing at Memorial Hall 
We did have interest in setting this up but 
it has had to be put on hold. You can still 
show interest for when we get back to 
normal?!! 
Ring Pat 01886 888406 or email  
patowen1946@gmail.com 
How could the Corona Virus impact 
people affected by dementia ?  

We know that people living with 

dementia will all react in a unique way to 

the Coronavirus situation, however other 

people in your communities may not have 

the same level of knowledge about 

dementia so some key things you could 

tell them are: 
Someone living with dementia may not be 
aware of, or may forget about the 
Coronavirus outbreak, so may not always 
follow the social distancing 
recommendations. Many of our normal 
routines will change which may be 
particularly disruptive or upsetting for a 

person living with dementia as well as 
their families and carer(s). Being isolated 
may be very difficult for people with 
dementia and for families caring for a 
person without access to support or 
respite. There are ways to help people to 
as live as well as they can by keeping 
connected and as active as possible 

Martley Gardening Club  
Message from Martley Gardening Club 
In line with the latest recommendations 
issued by the government which is 
suggesting that everyone should avoid all 
non-essential contact, Martley Gardening 
Club have made the decision to cancel the 
monthly meeting on the 26th of March 
and the Spring Show and Re-cycling Sale 
on the 4th of April. We are very sorry for 
any inconvenience but I’m sure you 
understand our reasoning. Hopefully it 
won’t be too long before we can resume 
our programme. 

Peter Wood (Secretary) 

Royal British Legion 
MEETINGS CANCELLED 
Just to let you know that for a while we 
have decided to suspend our monthly 
meetings of the British Legion in view of 
the Covid19. So, no news from Sue for a 
while but I will be back in the very near 
future to report on the activities and 
plans for the meetings. Take care. 

Sue 

STEWART NELLIST (1954 - 2020)  
Stewart’s funeral and burial took place at 
St Peter’s church Martley on 2 March. The 
service was conducted by Rev Jennifer 
Whittaker and more than 70 of his family, 
friends, farmers and work colleagues 
attended, as well as several villagers who 
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knew the Nellist family well. Mourners 
came from as far away as Scotland, North 
Wales and Cornwall.  The Nellists lived in 
Martley for 105 years, first at Horsham 
Farm (where Stewart lived from 1954 
until the mid-1970s) and then at Wants 
Green. After schooling in Martley and 
Worcester, Stewart studied at the 
Shuttleworth College of Agriculture in 
Bedfordshire before moving to live in 
Tetbury (Gloucestershire). There he 
worked for the Meat & Livestock 
Commission, inspecting meat samples to 
determine whether farmers qualified for 
government subsidies. After an interlude 
living in Burbage (Leicestershire) - a 
period during which in 2001 he spent 
several months away in Yorkshire helping 
farmers affected by the foot and mouth 
crisis - Stewart returned to the Cotswolds. 
He settled in Cirencester where, for a few 
years, he worked in a bank and also ran a 
village Post Office and stores. But Stewart 
was always the outdoor type, enjoying 
the countryside and farm life. He 
resumed his agricultural career in the late
-2000s, working with Signet and finally 
the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Development Board. With those 
organisations he travelled extensively and 
frequently over south west England and 
Wales, visiting farmers and grading and 
cataloguing their animals. Stewart 
married Catherine in 1989, the year that 
his father died. Their sons Thomas and 
Edward were born a few years later. They 
visited Stewart’s mother at Wants Green 
regularly and attended Martley church 
services whenever possible. In his 
childhood, Stewart had been a member 
of the church choir, helped with the 
collections, performed in nativity plays 
and occasionally in winter snows went 

carol singing with others around the 
village. As a teenager at Horsham he 
helped with some of the farm activities - 
hop bracing, haymaking, harvesting, fruit 
picking, ploughing, pheasant shooting and 
tending the cows, horses and sheep. Each 
year he looked forward to family outings 
to the Three Counties Agricultural Show 
at Malvern and the smaller shows at 
Madresfield and Bosbury.  In the 
Cotswolds, Stewart was a bell ringer at 
Tetbury church, was a member of the 
Young Farmers and President of the local 
Rotaract Club. In the 1980s he did air 
ballooning and made a parachute jump 
for charity. He enjoyed several European 
holidays with the family but three special 
holidays he often spoke about were his 
1974 student job on a bee farm in Canada 
(he was stung 175 times!), his trip in 
December 2004 to Lapland where he took 
his sons to meet Santa Claus (!), and his 
big 1985 adventure in Tanzania - visiting 
the spectacular northern game parks and 
the historic spice island of Zanzibar before 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. Throughout 
his life Stewart was a keen gardener, 
excelled at DIY, maintained immaculate 
homes and much enjoyed traditional 
home cooking. Catherine died of cancer in 
April 2019 and we were shocked and 
hugely saddened to learn just four 
months later that Stewart had developed 
the same illness. He had not yet retired. 
We would like to thank Jennifer and all 
who helped with and attended Stewart’s 
funeral, as well as the many who sent us 
kind messages of condolence. We shall 
miss him much but are grateful that he is 
now ‘back home’ in Martley.  

Roger Nellist (brother), Thomas and 
Edward Nellist (Stewart’s sons). 
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Coffee Mornings for Charity 
Despite rain, wind and the 
coronavirus ,the Coffee Morning for 
Charity held on the last Saturday in 
February attracted over 70 visitors.  They 
all paid their suggested donation of £3.50 
(or more) and were rewarded with the 
usual array of delicious cakes and 
pastries.  Tea and Coffee included, made 
for a lovely morning for meeting up and 
enjoying some good company away from 
the floods and pestilence! It is always a 
great atmosphere at these mornings and 
well worth a visit if you haven’t tried it 
yet.  Another well stocked raffle took 
place at the end and we would like to say, 
once again, how grateful we are for 
donations for this and for cakes and other 
goodies so generously given. February’s 
nominated charity was the Midlands Air 
Ambulance.  The morning raised the 
brilliant sum of £405 which was greatly 
appreciated by the charity.  It had been 
hoped we might be able to take the 
cheque to the headquarters at Strensham 
but, understandably, it is closed to visitors 
at present.  Thank you everyone for your 
generosity. Don’t forget that the coffee 
mornings are usually held on the last 
Saturday of every month from 10.30am  
to 12 noon - we would love to see you.  
Just pop in for a quick visit or stay for the 
whole session, it’s up to you.  Jan Dale 
and Mandy Gardner are the ladies to 
contact for more information or offers of 
help.  They are also taking suggestions for 
charities for 2022 so we will be here for a 
while yet! 

Janet and Mandy 
 
 

Baptisms 
Ava Bonnie Fastiszewski was baptised at 
St Peter, Martley on 15th March 2020. 

In Memoriam  
The funeral of Stewart Nellist took place 
at St Peter, Martley on 2nd March 2020. 
 
The funeral of Luke and James Howard 
took place at St Peter, Martley on 12th 
March 2020. 
 
The funeral of Brian Roberts took place at 
St Peter, Martley on 19th March 2020. 

Diary of  a Martley House Dad 
JULY 2009 –  
A couple with two girls under 3 move 
from Birmingham to Martley.  The 48 year
-old dad willingly gives up a 25 year 
teaching career to look after the children 
as his 35 year-old,  and much more able 
wife becomes the principal earner.  He 
starts a journal 
‘Mum, dad tipped the pushchair up with 
me in it and did a swear.’ 
‘Which swear...? No! Don’t answer that  
darling.’ ‘I bought more than expected 
and was a bit overloaded coming back 
from the village shop.  No.1 didn’t seem 
to mind doing a wheelie did you?  In fact 
you rather enjoyed it?’ She nods 
supportively. 
‘So, you say you’re the best at stacking 
the dishwasher and packing the car but 
you can’t load a pushchair with your own 
daughter in safely?’ 
Blank look.  The truth hurts. “Then an old 
man with more grey hair than dad spoke 
to us and I made him jump,’ ‘How did you 
do that my lovely?’ ‘Well, he didn’t know I 
was under all the shopping so when I said 
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‘hello’ he saw my face and was very 
surprised.’ ‘Everything had tipped out.  I 
had to put it somewhere.’ ‘Then dad did 
another swear.’ Claire looks at me 
exasperated. ‘I was struggling up the hill 
clearly not coping.  No.2 in the papoose 
on my chest needed a nappy change and 
was screaming blue murder when this 
lovely old boy stopped for a chat, (turned 
out to be Alan Boon). Realising I was 
completely overwhelmed he tapped me 
on the shoulder, chuckled and said 
‘goodness me, the things they ask 
grandparents to do nowadays.’ I only 
muttered something. No.1 has excellent 
hearing you know.’ 

Ruari 

The Talbot 
Our sympathy goes out to the Talbot 
Hotel who have again been severely 
flooded but we were still extremely well 
looked after for our monthly meeting.  
Thanks to all the staff at The Talbot. 

Sue 

Royal British Legion 
A jolly number met at the Talbot Hotel for 
our monthly meeting and arrangements 
were made for a lunch to commemorate 
V.E Day. This will be on the 6th May at 
The Cob House, Wichenford;  12 noon for 
12.30pm start, please do join us, it will be 
a lovely occasion.  Please let Sue know on 
01905 422711 if you are coming or have 
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any questions. The Royal Brirish Legion is 
selling several of its break centres and 
hoping to raise 5.8.million which will be 
used to support  servicemen  and their 
members. 

Sue 

Martley WI 
At our March meeting we were taken 
back to the 1950s by Discover History 
expert, Paul Harding.  He took us on a 
culinary journey through the decade, 
which began with food rationing and 
austerity and ended with a period of 
prosperity and exotic imports. One 
person's weekly ration in the early 50s 
consisted of a little butter, margarine and 
lard, 1lb of sugar, a few sweets, a small 
amount of meat and bacon and one fresh 
egg. Bread was produced following an 
official government recipe and was very 
dense.  Everything was in blue or black 
packaging.  As Britain recovered from the 
war, things began to change and by the 
late 50s, the shops were full of colourful 
food, foreign imports and advertising. 
People used Coop Dividend books, and 
the supermarket as we know it was 
born.  Many will remember the green 
beryl crockery that came out at this time. 
Sadly, we will not be meeting in April due 
to the coronavirus restrictions, but WI 
members are resourceful and practical 
and we will be looking for ways to 
support each other and our community at 
this challenging time. 

Martley WI team 

The Art of Marriage 
A Good marriage must be created. 

In the marriage, the little things are the 
big things ... 

It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say “I love you” at 

least once each day, 
It is never going to sleep angry. 

It is having a mutual sense of values and 
common objectives. 

It is standing together and facing the 
world. 

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in 
the whole family. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and 
demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful 

ways. 
It is having the capacity to forgive and 

forget. 
It is giving each other an atmosphere in 

which each can grow. 
It is common search for the good and the 

beautiful, 
It is not only marrying the right person,  

It is being the right partner. 

June 

Climbing Frame 
New climbing frame for the Forest 
School area at Martley Primary School 
On Tuesday 17th March at 11am a new 
climbing frame was opened at the 'Forest 
School' field at Martley Primary.  It 
occupies a large space in the middle of 
the Forest School area and will be 
enjoyed by children attending pre-school, 
holiday club, reception and Year 1, from 
Martley and surrounding the parishes.  It 
was an accumulation of nine months of 
research and fundraising by Lloyd Wilkes 
of Knightwick, whose son attends school 
at Martley Primary. Lloyd raised over 
£1,000 on a sponsored bicycle ride in May 
2019 from John 'o Groats to Lands End, 
via Dunnet Head, Ben Nevis (4412 ft), the 
Mersey Tunnel, Martley & Lizard Point, 
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Britain’s most northerly, southerly, 
highest & lowest points, solo and 
unsupported covering 1100 miles over 20 
days.  The major contributor to the 
project was Knightwick & Doddenham 
Parish Council who granted nearly half of 
the £9000 required from the proceeds of 
the sale of Knightwick Village Hall 
following an advert for funding ideas in 
'Footprints' parish magazine. Since the 
old climbing frame was going rotten and 
was collapsing it was the priority of the 
previous Headmaster to replace it using 
the funds raised.  Attending the opening 
was, Jo Stratford (pre-school Manager), 
Lloyd Wilkes (dad, cyclist & fundraiser), 
Andy Hackley (Executive Head), Brian 
Munt (Parish Council Chairman) and Lucy 
Cox, (Head of School). We hope the 
children–n thoroughly enjoy playing on 
the new frame and thrive in fresh air and 
outdoor play. Long live Forest School !! 

Lloyd Wilkes, 17th March 2020 

Pudford Lane 
At the time of writing we’ve just started 
lambing, but it hasn’t begun like last year 
which was one of the easiest lambings 
we’ve had.  This year, I’ve had to make 
one or two trips up to Matt & Richard to 
get a spare lamb to foster on to a ewe 
that has lost hers.  Before our farming 
friends think I’ve become a nine to five 
farmer and not looked after them 
enough, they were ewes that had 
aborted, one of the joys of lambing!  All 
seem to be doing well so far. 
There is a lot in the farming press at the 
moment about mental awareness in the 
farming community, well it hasn’t 
reached Pudford Lane yet, although a few 
friends would disagree because I won’t 
take any notice of the rubbish that’s in 

the media.  I was reading in a Shropshire 
journal about four or five severe floods 
that have happened since the late 1700s, 
no mention in those reports about the 
farming methods or farm animals as the 
cause of them.  With regard to food 
production whether it’s arable or 
livestock, the ’in’ words are traceability, 
sustainability and environmentally 
friendly and of course the “Little Red 
Tractor” logo although I’m not too sure 
on that one.  We’ve got a red tractor and 
a 55 year old blue one – well bluish, 
brown with rust and green with algae so 
that must make it environmentally 
friendly!!  At lambing time, it’s worth its 
weight in gold, It starts first time, carries 
all our hay bales on the loader and has 
the transport box on the back to put all 
the feed bags and buckets on - and Bryn 
unless I think he’s getting too fat then he 
has to run!  After all those years and 
thousands of hours (tractor age is 
measured in hours not miles as in other 
vehicles!) it’s still going strong, I can’t see 
the new red one doing that.  The one 
thing I can guarantee is they can use as 
many ‘buzz’ words as they like, but the 
lamb or beef you eat produced in this 
country is no different to that produced 
from animals that were farmed two 
hundred years ago, just different breeds 
and fed and bred a bit more carefully so 
their conformation is improved to give 
leaner meat.  I can understand why some 
people who work hard trying to produce 
good quality food could feel 
unappreciated and depressed when they 
read and listen to the bad press about 
farming.  Recent headlines in the media 
were saying we could import all our food, 
implying that British farming would no 
longer be required.  I wouldn’t mind 
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betting, with all this panic buying due to 
the Coronavirus, that the government 
advisor who made this statement will be 
at the front of the queue at the 
supermarket.  This country could well be 
very grateful to the farmers and the food 
they produce in the next few months as 
supplies from overseas could be 
affected. 
Zebhi our little Afghan cat, like all our 
animals is very well loved and often 
sleeps the night on our bed.  However 
sometimes he does go out at night and 
about the middle of March he went out 
and didn’t come back the next morning 
which was very unusual as he is always 
waiting at the back door as soon as we 
get up.   He was missing for just over a 
week, we have no idea where he was for 
all that time, he was certainly quite wary 
of everything when he came back.  If 
only he could talk!  Thank you to all our 
neighbours and friends who kept a look 
out for him, it was really worrying and a 
great relief when he came back. 
We are self-isolating in the sheep sheds 

for the next few weeks, I hope you all 

stay safe in these difficult times. 

Alan and Fiona 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Parish Council held on Monday 2nd 
March 2020 in the Village Hall at 
7.30pm  
PRESENT: Councillors M. Nott 
(Chairman), S. Cumella (Vice Chairman), 

P. Weddell-Hall,  M. Rushgrove, J. Dale, 
S. Watt, M. Gardner, R. Bray and G. 
Wroe. 
Also present: County Cllr P. Grove, 
District Cllr B. Williams, M. Alexander 
(Clerk), Asst Clerk L. Nash, and 8 
members of the public. 
Apologies: None. 
Declarations of Interests: Cllr S. Watt – 
Martley Cricket Club matters and 
proposals for recreation field 
development. 
Democratic Period/Public Time: The 
following matters were heard by the 
Council – 
There will be a cybercrime meeting on 
5th March at 7.30 pm at Gt Witley Village 
Hall. 
Posters are required in the pavilion 
asking users not to wash their boots in 
the sinks and showers. Clerk to provide 
to Cllr Watt. The tractor needs to be 
serviced – it was agreed that G. Griffiths 
is to arrange and send the invoice to the 
Clerk. Martley Cricket Club 
representatives informed the meeting of 
recent feedback received in relation to 
consultation undertaken on proposals 
for the recreation field and sports 
pavilion. It was noted that this matter 
was also to be discussed on this agenda. 
Concerns were raised regarding the 
planned sponsorship banners and length 
of display time, and minor concerns 
regarding the proposed bar. There was 
also some concern about the lack of 
current car parking space. The car 
parking opposite the Memorial Hall can 
be used but is often full.  The Crown PH 
may be another option? Another option 
being looked at includes using the skate 
park gateway. Drink-driving will always 
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COMMUNITY NETWORK during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Most people who are infected with the coronavirus will recover. But some 

people are at risk.   These include those over the age of 70 and those (of any 
age) who have significant existing health problems.   It is important for these 
groups to “socially distance” themselves and avoid contact with other peo-
ple.   Many rely on friends or neighbours to get their shopping and medica-

tion, but there are some who do not have family or friends living nearby. 
The network will be able to put you in touch with someone willing to do 

shopping, collect medication, run errands, so please contact one of the num-
bers below. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with the above  during this self- 
isolation period, and we would be very grateful to hear from you if you 

would be prepared to help. 
Please contact: 

Martley Parish 
 Janet Dale   01886 888472 janetdale123@btinternet.com  

(Janet herself is in the at risk group, so DO NOT CALL AT HER HOUSE) 
Kenswick and Wichenford Parish Council 
 Anita Ball   01886 888232 anita.ball@btinternet.com 
 Brian or Carol Garrett       01886 888603 carol.g@cmail.co.uk 
 Heather Rendall                 01886 888239 heatherrendall46@gmail.com 
 Georgina Britten Long          gbl@wichenford.net 
 

Please let them know the following information; 
The names of people you know about who live in the Parish and who are at 

risk and who may need someone to buy food or collect medication 
 

The names of people you know about in your area who are at risk and who 
are lonely and who would appreciate a phone call 

 
Your contact details if you can act as volunteer to get food or medication, or 

telephone people who are lonely 
Also, for information: 

The Masons Arms; delivery service now available and will also provide a car park 
collection (01886 889064) 

Top Barn will deliver to customers in Wichenford     (01905 621954) 
Broomfields, if they have to close, will operate a car park collection 

Checketts of Ombersley deliveries to customers within a ten mile radius 
Chimdoo will deliver takeaways   (07583 163191) 

mailto:janetdale123@btinternet.com
mailto:anita.ball@btinternet.com
mailto:carol.g@cmail.co.uk
mailto:heatherrendall46@gmail.com
mailto:gbl@wichenford.net
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be discouraged. There is a cricket festival 
being planned but this will be based at 
The Chantry due to car parking 
availability. Cllr Gardner suggested that a 
proper public meeting be held to 
undertake wider consultation, but it was 
noted that the proposals were initially 
raised at the public meeting for capital 
projects, when only 2 public attended. 
The Cricket Club season starts 19th April, 
so they are keen to move forward with 
proposals.  
Minutes: The Minutes of the meeting 
held Monday 3rd February 2020 were 
agreed and signed as a true record. 
Proposed Cllr Cumella, seconded Cllr 
Weddell-Hall. All agreed. 
County & District Councillor Reports: 
Reports will be uploaded to the website. 
Updates: Parish Websites - Asst Clerk L. 
Nash reported on work to date on the 
parish website and circulated a report 
and quote for consideration. It was 
proposed by Cllr Dale and seconded by 
Cllr Gardner that the PC accept the 
quotation provided by 
parishcouncilwebsites.org.uk (also known 
as Netwiseuk.com) to provide a fully 
compliant (GDPR, transparency, 
accessibility) parish/community website 
for Martley PC. Cost £699.00 with an 
annual maintenance package, updates, 
support of £400.00 p.a. All agreed to 
proceed with the quote and asked L. Nash 
to take the matter forward accordingly.  
CCTV System – Cllr Watt informed the 
meeting that the system is now 
operational again and that Cllrs Watt, 
Dale & Gardner have been trained 
together with the Clerk. The system is 
also GDPR compliant. It was agreed that 
Cllr Watt should remove the metal casings 
from the cameras to improve night-time 

visibility. It was also agreed that the PC 
should aim to positively promote the cctv 
system in operation and that the Clerk 
should update the signage to reflect new 
contact details etc asap.  
Recreation Field – Further discussion took 
place regarding proposals by the Cricket 
Club. It was noted that the bar would only 
be open during matches and with limited 
opening hours. A trial period is planned, 
and an appropriate licence is being 
obtained. The meeting noted that the 
Cricket Club would also need to make 
sure Footballers maintained their 
required access times. Sponsorship 
banners would need to comply with 
MHDC planning advertisement regs of 28 
days max. display periods. The PC must 
ensure that protocols are maintained in 
respect of the recreation field as it was 
purchased by the community, hence the 
need for proper consultation. There is a 
need to distinguish the difference 
between the Cricket Club proposals and 
the wider capital project planned for the 
pavilion. It was therefore proposed by Cllr 
Gardner, seconded Cllr Cumella, that the 
Cricket Club progress the sponsorship 
banners, car parking arrangements, bar 
facility and hanging baskets this year with 
a review next season in conjunction with 
the PC. All agreed. (Cllr Watt abstained).  
Planning Matters: Applications for 
Consideration – 19/01897/FUL – Land at 
Os 7590 5997, Martley – objection 
submitted as agreed. Notifications 
received –19/01707/FUL – Unit 1, Hope 
House Farm Barns, Hope House Lane, 
Martley – application approved for 
change of use from Business (B1) to non-
residential institution (D1). 
Financial & Governance Matters: 
Payments were approved as previously 



The Villager April 2020  

 

circulated. Receipts were noted. Capital 
Projects – there is a Working Group 
meeting planned for 6th March after 
which a report will be circulated. Nora 
Parsons Day Centre – a letter had been 
received by the Clerk asking if the PC 
would consider a donation to support the 
local charity. It was proposed by Cllr 
Gardner, seconded Cllr Dale to donate 
£100.00. All agreed. 
Highways Matters:  
Parish Lengthsman – vegetation needs to 
be cleared around the Weighbridge. 
Village pathways need some clearance, 
especially the path from the pavilion to 
Hastings Close where thorny shrubs need 
to be cut back.  
Parish Matters: Flooding – the Land 
Drainage Officer has been contacted 
regarding the ‘lake’ at Kirby’s field and 
flooding at Hastings Close and St Peters 
Drive. The Housing Assoc has also been 
contacted to help protect properties. 
Liaison is required with the landowner as 
well. There is a need to establish the fall 
of the land in order to agree best options. 
Dist. Cllr Williams will also ask MHDC & 
Fortis Housing re options to protect 
tenants.  
School Crossing Escort recruitment – no 
applications have been received to date 
despite advertising. Cllr Watt agreed to 
place an article in the local newspapers.  
SmartWater – the application has been 
accepted and we now await further 
instructions regarding distribution. 
Great British Spring Clean litter picking 
event – Cllr Gardner updated about the 
planned event.  
V.E Day – Cllr Dale asked if the PC wanted 
to organise a local event? Ideas to be 

discussed by Cllrs Dale & Rushgrove.  
Councillor Reports & Items for Future 
Agendas: 
The meeting noted ongoing concerns 
regarding antisocial behaviour behind the 
Memorial Hall. The Memorial Hall 
Committee are looking at options to 
reduce this. Cllr Watt will ask them to 
look at options for a gate which would 
satisfy fire safety regs. Cllr Cumella raised 
concern regarding the appearance of the 
Millennium Green and asked for a future 
agenda item. The new hedge laying looks 
very good. Query as to who is responsible 
for the pool cleaning? The 
Weighbridge notice board (left hand side) 
could be used for additional PC notices if 
a key can be found. Cllr Gardner to liaise 
with the Lengthsman re access or taking it 
down. A previous meeting query 
regarding ownership of the Church lane 
was answered. 
Date of next meeting: Monday 6th April 
2020 in the Village Hall at 19:30 
Meeting closed at 9pm. 

Michelle Alexander, Clerk 

Martley Toddlers 
All sessions are currently cancelled. 
Please watch this space for more news in 
May. 
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BALANCE AND MOBILITY for over 60’s 
 

All classes now cancelled. 
 

Watch this space for new dates later in 
the year! 
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Kenneth Green  
Kenneth Green, popular and successful 
licensee of the Admiral Rodney pub from 
June 2002 to November 2006, died 
peacefully on 9 February this year 
following a cancer diagnosis two years 
earlier. He will be sorely missed by his 
family and friends.  Our thoughts are with 
his widow, Gill. Thanks. 

Janet Maxwell-Stewart (sister-in-law). 

Cob House 
Cob House Country Park, and Fishery as 
of typing today remains open.  Following 
the Chief Medical Officers 
announcements, on how important it is to 
exercise, we are working hard to keep 
open spaces accessible to people.  There 
are a wide range of walks available on our 
website to download and in reception for 
you to participate in ensuring you keep 
the required social distancing.  We have 
acres of space for families to enjoy 
together with large network of footpaths 
circulating us.The fishery is open from 
8am to 5pm, pegs are spaced at a min of 
8m apart. On the importance of exercise, 
The Group Fit Training session remain in 
place on a Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday with strict social distancing 
measures in place, please contact Andrew 
Corbett for more details 07955 030 104 
As details and guidelines are continually 
changing, please keep an eye on our 
Facebook pages and our website for 

further details as they evolve. 
We would like to thank you all for the 
huge amount of local support we have 
received and to assure you we are doing 
all that we can to keep you safe whilst on 
site. 

Helen Taylor Cob House Country Park  

Crufts 
 7TH March 2020, NEC, Birmingham 
PEMBROKE CORGIS 
Many congratulations to Wendy Smith on 
her success at the recent Crufts Dog 
Show. 
PEMLODGE BROADWAY STAR 
ATTRACTION (Pet name Codie) won the 
Veteran Bitch Class. 
PEMLODGE STAR APPEAL (Pet name  
Rosie) came fifth in the Limit Class. 
Well done and many congratulations. 

Wichenford 100 Club 
Winners February 2020 
No. 51  Jill Bedworth £50.00 
No. 123 M Mitchard £15.00 
No. 148 J Oldnall £10.00 
Drawn by The 1000 Green Trustees.  
Thank you!  
We were able to pass £1,000 over to the 
Millennium Green Trust for the 
maintenance of the Green this year. Well 
done and Hooray! 

Wichenford 100 Club 
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Over the Garden Wall in Wichenford,               
                      Wichenford Needs Your 

News!             Call Carol Garrett on 01886 
888603 

 www.kenswick-wichenford-pc.org 

http://www.kenswick-wichenford-pc.org/
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BLUEBELL CROSS COUNTRY FUN RIDE WICHENFORD, WR6 6XY 
Next to Wichenford Church 

For Midlands Air Ambulance, St Richards Hospice and Local Charities 
 

SUNDAY 10th MAY 2020 
 

(also 16th 17th 23rd and 24th  May) 
These extra days are strictly by appointment only 

Please contact Georgina for an appointment. 
 

FIRST ENTRIES AT 10am 
LAST ENTRIES 1pm 

11 Miles Pleasure Ride through Bluebell Woods and fields, no roadwork. 
Optional shortcuts and jumps of various heights and sizes 

Riders must have insurance, and valid vaccinations and horse passports 
Riders take part entirely at their own risk 

The organisers accept no liability whatsoever for damage to persons, horses, 
or property whilst on the premises, or taking part in the ride 

HARD HATS and ADEQUATE PROTECTION OBLIGATORY 
DOGS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY ON LEADS AT ALL TIMES 

FIRST AID. *. VET AND DOCTOR ON CALL. *. WCs. * 
DELICIOUS TEAS, REFRESHMNENTS, CAKES AND FOOD 

 
ENTRIES ON THE DAY: 

Riders:  ADULTS £16. CHILDREN under 12 £12 
We encourage walkers £5  

Rosettes for the Bluebell ride £1 
 

Contact Enquiries:  gblwichenford@aol.com 
Mobile: 07767 788273. Phone. 01886 888678 

 
 

mailto:gblwichenford@aol.com
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In Memoriam  
The funeral of Joyce Wadley took place at 
St Laurence, Wichenford on 12th March 
2020. 
The burial of ashes of John Barker took 
place at St Laurence, Wichenford on 17th 
March 2020. 

Little Witley Film Club 
We are very sad to say that we have had 
to cancel the rest of our film programme 
due to the Covid-19 virus. We have 
enjoyed your company on our film nights 
and really look forward to welcoming you 
again in October.  Keep safe everyone.  

Jean 

 

Community Archaeology 
Project 

We are sorry but this event has been 
cancelled. 

Help uncover the history of Wichenford! 
18th – 19th April 
Last year the Small Pits, Big Ideas project 
looked for host gardens and volunteers to 
help discover more about Wichenford’s 
past over the weekend of the 18th – 19th 
April. We have enrolled 20. We now need 
your help to excavate these twenty 1m2 
archaeological test pits across 
Wichenford, in order to answer questions 
about the village's origins and 
development over time. Wichenford will 
be first of six settlements excavated as 
part of this county wide project, which is 
researching the pattern of medieval rural 
settlements across Worcestershire.  
Who can take part?  
All ages welcome and no experience or 
knowledge of archaeology is needed! 
Alongside digging, there will be finds to 
clean and test pits to record, so it’d be 
great to have you involved in whatever 
aspects you fancy. Guidance and 
equipment will be provided. 
How to take part 

If you’re interested in volunteering your 
time or want to find out more, please get 
in touch with Heather Rendall at  
heatherrendall46@gmail.com or phone 
01886 888 239. 
Small Pits, Big Ideas is being run by 
Worcs. Archaeological Society, in 
partnership with Worcs. Archive & 
Archaeology Service, Wichenford Local 
Heritage Group and North Worcs. 
Archaeology Group. 

To All Our Lovely Readers  
 

We would love more editorials for 
Wichenford and Martley! 

 
Do you have a ‘Good  News’ story you 
would like to share with the readers of 

The Villager? 
 

Celebrating a birthday or anniversary 
and want to share it? 

 
Do you have any old history stories 

about Martley or Wichenford? 
 

Are you a budding writer and would 
like to write a regular column? 

 
Please contact Gail, the Editor on  

01886 889180 for a chat! 
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Church Words 
The Rectory 01886 888664 

 
 

What unprecedented times we do live in at the moment, recent political turmoils pail 
into insignificance as we battle with the threat of Coronavirus. I do hope you are manag-
ing to keep well and if you are unwell I do wish you a speedy recovery. You will probably 
be aware from the media that in response to the Governments advice the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York have advised we suspend all public worship until further notice. 
Obviously gathering for worship along with other events are to be avoided to lessen the 
spread of the virus. This does not mean the church buildings are closed, Church build-
ings are still open for your own private prayer, and reflections which are so important at 
this time. The Archbishops as well as our own Bishops and your Clergy would encourage 
us all to pray for the world at this time, praying for those who are ill and especially for 
our National Health service workers who are under tremendous pressure at the mo-
ment, I am sure with me you want to thank them for all they do and the way they are 
putting themselves at risk daily. You will also see that your local communities are finding 
ways of helping those in need. Many Parish councils have contacted me to liaise with 
them to make sure no one is left isolated or in need, if this is you then do take ad-
vantage of the local help offered or contact me so that I can find you the help you need. 
This is certainly a time where ‘loving our neighbour as we love ourselves’ is so im-
portant. Having seen the decimated shelves in supermarkets it is so important we do not 
become selfish though we my need to take care of ourselves and each other by self-
isolating or offering help where we can. Our foodbanks are also a way in which we can 
help other and their stocks are very low due to increased demands. If you wish to offer 
any food or toiletries there are boxes in our churches where these items can be left or I 
can put you in touch with our local co-ordinator if needed. In the midst of all this, 
though we may not be meeting for public worship the church, which is the people of 
God wherever we are, are still at prayer. In homes and at work we still pray for each 
other. Below is a prayer that you might find helpful as you pray; 

A PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS 
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen 

May God bless you and watch over you and be with you and heal you all at this 
most difficult time. 

David 
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Wed 1 April 7.00pm  Lent Talk based on the film ‘The Way’, St Peter, Martley 
Thu 2 April 12-2pm Lunch in Company, Broadwas Village Hall  
SUN 5 APRIL    PALM SUNDAY 
  11.00am  All Age Palm Sunday Service, Laylocks Nurseries 
6.00pm    Passion of Christ with Holy Communion, St Peter,  Martley 
Mon 6 April 9.00am  Morning Prayer, St Peter, Martley 
  11.00am  Chrism Service, Worcester Cathedral 
  9.00pm  Compline, St Peter, Martley 
Tue 7 April 10 -12noon Holiday Club, Old School, Martley 
  10-12noon Older Person’s Event, Great Witley Village Hall. Contact  
    Mary Griffiths on 07572 317655 for more details. 
  9.00pm  Compline, St Laurence, Wichenford 
Wed 8 April 9.00am  Morning Prayer, St Laurence, Wichenford 
  10.15am  Holy Communion, Heaton House 
  9.00pm  Compline, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 
Thu 9 April   Maundy Thursday 
  7.00pm  Passover Meal at Wichenford Village Hall 
Friday 10 April   Good Friday 
  10.30-12noon The Passion Play, Cathedral Square, Worcester 
  12noon-3pm  Devotions, St Peter, Martley 
  9.00pm  Compline, St Leonard, Cotheridge 
Sat 11 April 9.00pm  Tenebrae, The Chapel of St Mary & St Andrew, Knightwick 
SUNDAY 12 APRIL  EASTER DAY 
  10.30am  Easter Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 
  10.30am  Easter Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 
  11.00am  Easter Communion, St Peter, Martley 
Mon 13 April    Easter Monday (Bank Holiday)  
Wed 15 April 9.00am  Morning Prayer, St Peter, Martley 
SUNDAY 19 APRIL 
  10.00am  Café Church, Wichenford Village Memorial Hall 
  10.30am  Morning Worship, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 
  10.30am  Morning Worship, St Peter, Martley  
  3.00pm  Evening Worship, St Mary & St Andrew, Knightwick 
Mon 20 April 2.00pm  Walking Together with Jesus, Clifton Rectory.  
    Details from Becky Elliott  
    revrebeccaelliott@btinternet.com 01886 812451 
Wed 22 April 9.00am  Morning Prayer, St Leonard, Cotheridge  
  10.15am  Holy Communion, Heaton House 
SUNDAY 26 APRIL 
  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 
  10.45am  Martley APCM, St Peter, Martley 
  10.30am Family Worship, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas  
  10.30am  Holy Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 
              6.30pm  Evening Celebration, St Peter, Martley 
Mon 27 April 2.00pm  Walking Together with Jesus, Clifton Rectory.  
Thur 30 April 7-8.30pm  WWRT Youth Group, Martley Old School.  

mailto:revrebeccaelliott@btinternet.com
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Village Contacts 

Editor of The Villager Gail Dawson.  Email editor@martley.org  
or please leave any articles at the Central Stores in Martley 

Advertise in The Villager Pat Finch, 01886 888476 or email pfine2@aol.com—For all advertising 
queries 

Church 
(Worcestershire West Rural Team) 

Rector: Revd David Sherwin, 01886 888664 or  email David at  
davidwin56@aol.com   
Assistant Priest: Revd Jennifer Whittaker; 01886 833897  

Martley Parish Council Chair: Cllr Mike Nott 01886 821746 
Parish Clerk: Michelle Alexander  
martleypc@gmail.com  

Martley WI     Pat Crook 01886 888550; Marion Cumella 01886 888797;  email      

Martleywi@gmail.com 

Martley Gardening Club    Peter Wood 01886 888153  

Royal British Legion Sue Ganderton 01905 422711  

Martley Toddler Group     01886 888 406 / 0797881313 or patowen1946@gmail.com  

Martley Young Farmers    Amy Wickens 07975636122  

Path-or-Nones John Nicklin 01886 888318  johnn@martley.org 

    Geology  www.geo-village.eu    
Please contact John Nicklin on 01886 888318 for more information  

Martley Website webmaster@martley.org 

Martley Web Mesh Richard Jackman 01886 821237 richard@martley.org 
John Nicklin 01886 888318  Johnn@martley.org 

Martley Pre-School Kath/Jo on 01886 889127 www.martleypreschool.co.uk 

Martley Recreation  
Association (playing fields) 

Bookings: Gordon Griffiths 01886 888602  
Email gordygriffo@btinternet.com 

Martley Memorial Village  
Hall Committee 

Pat Owen 01886 888406 patowen1946@gmail.com 

Wichenford contacts for  
The Villager  

Carol Garrett (01886) 888603  

Kenswick & Wichenford  
Parish Council 

Parish Clerk Shirley Sanders 01886  888718 

Wichenford Wine Club Bill Mason, Chairman, 01905 756167  

Wichenford Local Heritage Group Heather Rendall 01886 888 239  

Martley Memorial Hall Bookings Pat Owen 01886 888406;  patowen1946@gmail.com  

Nora Parsons Day Centre Secretary; Pam Morgan, 01299 896655 
pamelamorgan272@btinternet.com  

To put organisation and its contact details on this list, or to change the details shown here, email 
editor@martley.org or leave a note FAO the Editor at Martley Central Stores. 

mailto:Martleywi@gmail.com
mailto:gordygriffo@btinternet.com
mailto:patowen1946@gmail.com
mailto:patowen1946@gmail.com
mailto:pamelamorgan272@btinternet.com
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